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domain, to the Government of the German Empire, or the Government
of any German State, in the territory of the Saar Basin.
As regards the railways an equitable apportionment of rolling stock
shall be made by a mixed Commission on which the Government of the
territory of the Saar Basin and the German railways will be represented.
Persons, goods, vessels, carriages, wagons and mails coming from
or going to the Saar Basin shall enjoy all the rights and privileges
relating to transit and transport which are specified in the provisions
of Part XII (Ports, Waterways and Railways) of the present Treaty.
23.
The laws and regulations in force on November 11, 1918, in the
territory of the Saar Basin (except those enacted in consequence of
the state of war) shall continue to apply.
If, for general reasons or to bring these laws and regulations into
accord with the provisions of the present Treaty, it is necessary to
introduce modifications, these shall be decided on, and put into effect
by the Governing Commission, after consultation with the elected
representatives of the inhabitants in such a manner as the Commission
may determine.
No modification may be made in the legal regime for the exploitation
of the mines, provided for in paragraph 12, without the French State
being previously consulted, unless such modification results from a
general regulation respecting labour adopted by the League of Nations.
In fixing the conditions and hours of labour for men, women and
children, the Governing Commission is to take into consideration the
wishes expressed by the local labour organisations, as well as the
principles adopted by the League of Nations.
24.
Subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, no rights of the inhabitants
of the Saar Basin acquired or in process of acquisition at the date of
the coming into force of the present Treaty, in respect of any insurance
system of Germany or in respect of any pension of any kind, are
affected by any of the provisions of the present Treaty.
Germany and the Government of the territory of the Saar Basin
will preserve and continue all of the aforesaid rights.
25.
The civil and criminal courts existing in the territory of the Saar
Basin shall continue.
A civil and criminal court will be established by the Governing
Commission to hear appeals from the decisions of the said courts and
to decide matters for which these courts are not competent.
The Governing Commission will be responsible for settling the
organisation and jurisdiction of the said court.
Justice will be rendered in the name of the Governing Commission.
26.
The Governing Commission will alone have the power of levying
taxes and dues in the territory of the Saar Basin.
These taxes and dues wifl be exclusively applied to the needs of
the territory.